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There was a movie clip I wanted to use to open this morning’s message.  However, I’ve used this same clip elsewhere and caught a little heat for it because while it’s not obscene or offensive, it is a little startling.  So, I suppose I’ll just describe it for you instead and maybe you won’t be quite so alarmed. 


The scene is from the third Indiana Jones movie where he and his father, Adolf Hitler’s thugs, and others are searching for the Holy Grail.  Now for those of you who might be unaware, the Holy Grail is not simply part of the title of a Monty Python movie.  The Holy Grail, by legend, is the cup Jesus used at the last supper.  Some believe that  the cup has incredible spiritual significance and perhaps even supernatural powers.  So, in the movie, Indiana Jones and his good guys are trying to find it before the bad guys do.  


The scene I have in mind is where they finally find the cave, make it through the traps set and get to the catacomb where a 700 year old knight is kneeling in prayer and is guarding the cup.  Of course the other thing you notice is that the cup is not under glass or setting on a pedestal, it is surrounded by 100 other cups.  The idea of the story was that if you dipped the wrong cup in the water and drank,  you would be cursed by immediate aging and death; but if you chose the right cup, and drank – you would live forever.  


Well, Indiana, the good guys and the bad guys are in this room.  One of the bad guys lets his lovely blonde assistant select a cup for him.  He dips it in the well and drinks.  Within a matter of about 30 seconds, he ages to the point of death and even decomposition right before your very eyes.  Oh, it’s quite dramatic.  And then, the 700 year old knight, with the dry humor that the British are known for says quite calmly, “He chose poorly.”


I like that moment because it shows in a movie, epic adventure style the reality that is for all of us.  The choices we make matter.  What we do and don’t do have significance – and not just to our lives or even our families lives.  Physicists have a term called “The Butterfly Effect” – ever heard of it?  Well, I’m no scientist but it seems to imply that even something so small, so seemingly insignificant as the flapping of a single butterfly’s wings has an impact that circles the globe in unknown and unpredictable ways.


Again you might be wondering, and what does this mean for me?  Where does this link in to our message that we can take home?  Reason #4 – What you do or don’t do matters.  You were not put on this earth to be a human sponge, soaking it all in filling yourself up without giving something back.  Our culture and society want you to believe that it is all about you and that you should be able to have everything you want and have it now.  

But friends, the real truth is, you were put on this earth, each of us was, to make a contribution.  We’re not just hear to suck up air and give carbon dioxide to the plant world.  We’re here to make a difference, an impact, an imprint on this world.  We’re here to serve.  Now that doesn’t mean you have to go all Mother Theresa or anything like that, but it does mean you have to get  out of your own head, your own wants from time to time and take a look around.


We each need to grow in our faith so that the questions we ask in the context of church aren’t ones like, “Why do they keep playing that CD music I don’t like?  Why can’t they play the good old classics?” or “Why should I help with Sunday school for the children?  Let their parents do it. I did my time.”


There is such a pervasive consumer mentality in our culture that when someone is looking for a new church home, what do we call it? ---- shopping.  “I’m looking for a church that meets my needs and blesses me.”  Now grant you, we need to do things that are hospitable and inviting to new people.  But eventually, each of us needs to mature to a point where we shift from being the customer to being the missionary – where instead we are asking questions like, “Whose needs can I meet?  How can I help?  Is this a place where I can serve and be a blessing?”


Paul’s correspondence with the church in Corinth has some wonderful body imagery which I lifted up a couple of weeks ago – how each body part, each person in the church has a gift to contribute and that all must work together for the body to be at its healthiest and most productive.  Well, in a book I read some time back, the author wrote something like, “what if your liver decided to take a year off, take time for its self to be fed and offered up that some other part of the body should take over the job?”  What would happen?  You’d die.  The author then goes on to share the reality that approximately 4,000 congregations close every year here in the United States.  Is it because the message is irrelevant?  I don’t think so, or I wouldn’t be standing up in front of you today.  


I don’t know all of the reasons, but I do know that if we give God our spare change and spare time,  we will become sick, get weaker and eventually die.  Service isn’t optional for a committed Christian.  It’s part of the fabric of your very identity and goes to the core of who you are individually and who you understand yourself to be in this body and in the wider world.  

Those who are anti-church might argue that they can serve humanity through other means, and that’s true.  But a church family can be instrumental in helping you remember to look for the needs of others, consider what you have to offer in Christ’s ministry, and they can offer you the fellowship and be your companion as you serve God together.  


The journey is lifelong, you need companions for it who will encourage you to see that when you change, when your abilities and life affects what you are able to do, you may not be able to serve in a way you once could, but there will always be a way you can serve.  A homebound person can write letters of encouragement or make phone calls.  A child or teenager can invite a friend to church and into a relationship with Jesus, or help clean the yard, serve dinner to the homeless or even help re-build houses for hurricane victims.


I know it’s easy for me to stand up here and tell you that you are called to be a servant.  Some of you have already found your niche and you’re doing just that.  But some of you are wondering what your calling is at this place in your life.  You want to serve God, but you’re just not quite sure how.  Hopefully, I can offer you some advice in this area.  I want you to imagine three intersecting circles.  Now this top circle represents the things you are good at – carpentry, mechanics, cleaning, cooking, listening, or whatever.  Now this circle on your right represents your interests.  Presumably you have some abilities in this area as well, but this might be more along the lines of hobbies – sports, gardening, playing an instrument, sewing, etc.  /// Now this circle to your left represents needs – needs in your church, needs in your community and the wider world around you.  What you need to do is look at the space where these three circles intersect – and this is where you are most likely to find a need, find your ministry niche – find a way to do what you love and do it for God.  


And if you look at those circles (I’d actually encourage you when you go home today to get a piece of paper and try that as an exercise for yourself) – but if you look at those circles and you’re still clueless as to what your “calling” is, experiment.  Say yes when you’re asked to serve in a way you’ve never served before.  Some gifts and ministries are like buried treasures – just waiting to be uncovered and discovered.  


Now when you get ready to take that next step into servanthood, and growth in your relationship with your maker and redeemer, I want to help you make sure you’re doing it for the right reasons.  The reasons we serve are three:   1. out of loving response to what God in Christ has done for us, 2. because there’s need and we have the capacity to respond, and 3. because God asks us to.  We don’t sign on for roles of service to pad our resume (literally or spiritually).  We don’t do it so that people will notice us and how good we are, and we certainly don’t do it because we will gain some power or advantage in a relationship.  We do it because we want to help, to be faithful, to show gratitude, to show and share the love of God and because we want to make God look good.

Now, not everybody can organize a feeding ministry for the homeless, or serve as the head of the Christian Education ministry team, but everyone can serve, meet a need and that’s what we’re called to do – even when that service goes unrecognized or unnoticed.

The good news is that we don’t have to be perfect at it either – just willing to serve, willing to stretch ourselves to learn and develop our ministry, and above all else – to be loving.  


We need God, we need each other, and we need to give – it truly is how we’re made –despite what marketers and advertisers might try to make you believe – you’re here to be loved, to give love, and to serve.


I’m not a huge Bob Dylan fan, but there’s  song of his (can’t even remember the title) but I remember the line where he sings “You’re gonna serve somebody.”  The question is who?  Yourself, your image, your favorite sport or team, your own ego, checkbook – or God.   Something will have first place in your life, what’s it going to be?


I want to challenge you to really do that circle exercise I talked about earlier.  And I want to challenge you to consider if there is a need within the ministry of the church and her outreach and nurture where you might become a blessing to others.  Pray about it – and try your best to do more listening that talking. I know, it’s hard for me too.  

BENEDICTION – 

“If you’re not involved in any service or ministry, what excuse have you been using?  … Abraham was old, Jacob was insecure, Leah was unattractive, Joseph was abused, Moses stuttered, Gideon was poor, Samson was codependent, Rahab was immoral, David had an affair and all kinds of family problems, Elijah was suicidal, Jeremiah was depressed, Jonah was reluctant, Naomi was a widow, John the Baptist was eccentric to say the least, Peter was impulsive and hot-tempered, Martha worried a lot, Zacchaeus was unpopular, Thomas had doubts, Paul was in poor health, and Timothy was timid.  That is quite a variety of misfits, but God used each of them in his service.  God will use you too, if you stop making excuses.”
